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Culture and Traditions Arabic SOLT 1

Objectives Module 6 Lesson 5

During this lesson, you will engage in cultural activities. Under this Terminal Learning
Objective, you will learn one task. At the end of the lesson, you will be able to:

Discuss Cultural Activities and Holidays

Discuss food in the Target Region
Discuss holidays and celebrations

Discuss national costumes

Discuss customs, protocols, and courtesies
Discuss historical events

Discuss historical figures

Discuss religions

Discuss weddings

Discuss funerals

Somalia
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I Tip of the day

It is customary to treat your neighbors nicely. When an Arab woman
cooks a dish, it is very traditional for her to give a plate of food to her
neighbors to taste. In return, neighbors are not supposed to return the
plate empty. Arabs are supposed to help their neighbors whenever
they need help, especially in wedding and funerals. Neighbors will
help with cooking, cleaning and financial support, if necessary.

Arab Culture

Culture and traditions are integral components in understanding the people of any
country. As an SOF soldier, being aware of the culture and traditions of the people of
your target region is critical in getting your job done. This lesson gives you a brief
overview of Arab culture and traditions. We encourage you to continue your study and
research in this area to gain a more thorough understanding.

Moroccan Dance
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Exercise 1

There are many cultural traditions surrounding a customary Palestinian wedding. Review
the following chart that reviews some of these customs. Consider what wedding
traditions you are familiar with. Discuss differences and similarities between customary
Palestinian weddings and a typical wedding of your experience.

makhloota A mixture of nuts and seeds which is offered by the groom as he goes from
house to house inviting people to the wedding (in traditional Palestinian
weddings, it is the groom's family who pays for and arranges the entire
ceremony.)

sahra A night of singing and dancing that can take place (usually in an empty field
for space) for up to a week before the wedding.

debka A dance performed by men at the sahra.

asida A main dish of cracked wheat covered with rice and large pieces of lamb and
served in abundance.

kafiyeh Traditional wedding attire for the groom, including a black and white head
cloth.

abaya An ornate cloak with gold trimmings worn by the groom. He wears this while
he is paraded around the village for all to see on the day of the wedding.

thobe Traditional dress for the bride consisting of a long white dress with long
angular sleeves and intricate gold, silver or red embroidery. She rides to the
home of the groom on a horse and is escorted by her family. On her way there,
villagers may stop her and offer her gifts.

Traditional henna decoration on the hands of the bride
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Wedding Dress (Ramalla city, Palestine)
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Exercise 2

Read the following article about the Arab tradition of drinking coffee. Consider what
cultural traditions your society has and, as a group, compare them with the one you will
read about below. Present your findings in Arabic to the class:

As with many cultures, a constant tradition in the Arab world is having coffee.
Offering coffee to one’s guests is considered a necessity in an Arab home. Refusing
coffee is considered a refusal of the host’s generosity; therefore saying no to coffee is
not an option. The ritual of making and serving coffee is a sign that a guest is
welcomed or honored. Arabic coffee is similar to espresso in strength, but varies
slightly in that spices are usually added (cardamom or ginger), and it is served in a
demitasse called a finjan.

Traditionally, generosity and hospitality have always been important to an Arab host.
Even the Al Murrah bedouins had a coffee tradition; they would drink weak coffee
throughout the day and make a fresh pot of coffee whenever a guest arrived. The
preparation of the coffee was a carefully performed ritual; coffee beans were roasted
in a light skillet and then ground in a brass mortar. The grounding of the beans
became a signal welcoming anyone nearby, as the host beat the side of the mortar to
produce a loud ringing that served as an invitation. After the beans are ground into
powder, they were poured into a brass coffee pot. Boiling water was poured in, the
coffee boiled, and a handful of crushed cardamom beans added in. The host then
poured a small amount of coffee and tasted the coffee to be sure (and to show his
guests) that the coffee was suitable for his guests and that it had just the right flavor.
The host then poured coffee for the primary guest and served each guest following
after serving the primary guest. After guests were served, he poured a cup for himself
and joined them.

In the Arab world, coffee is an important part of socialization. Upon finishing a cup
of coffee, the guests should return the kind gesture by saying “fi sehtuk or “fil

afrahh”.
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Now you have become familiar with some of the Arab traditions. The class will be a
coffee shop and we will discuss a wedding that you have just attended. Begin with the
greeting, exchanging appropriate courtesy. Use the lesson vocabulary:

attendance/presence Iy
congratulations (e
condolences LﬁJ.L";‘
costume QSJ.
fez U"’}J)L‘
folkloric LSJJNJS
gown 391—.’9
headband Jlac
house BN
traditional (sl
pants d‘))‘“
relative cu A
to be happy ey [ e
to last /6\3
warm BN
wedding e -l - A -Gl
Notes:
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Exercise 4 (Pair Work)

The class will be divided into pairs. In the Arabic language, there are a variety of
expressions for weddings, congratulations, and invitations. The following sentences are
congratulations and invitations for weddings, but they are missing some words or
expressions. Read each sentence and work with a partner to fill in the blanks with the
appropriate expressions from the box below:

X NTRIVEIPVEN PR L SRS S PR R SURE [F- Nl N——
Azl AL 8 Y e /Y /0 G gl il a g elly
_&yéa‘y}‘ﬁ@ues)gq@cﬂ\eb

Y"i//\/\ogm &&J)B)Wjdﬂcu:\ﬂj éjéﬁﬁu\uﬁ-\‘
AR g el Alla
LT eyl

38 sall Araall o gy slise clld g JUly (3205 Wl g 7 8 ) gl O Gy =Y

JUbY) s ol 285 L Ml aadas (&Y 40 £/ A/YY
D9 aamd g Al Caa b

LSl el — ¢
e e
E1 5|V -
o dls
Ly Lesl i -1
e g Jual
Liiles s mley F A Gl Ga WSee

Notes:
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Exercise 4 (Continued)

Notes:
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Exercise 5 (Group Work)

The class will be divided into groups. Lately, Arab attire has been influenced by
European attire. However, some Arab countries still adhere to the Arab traditional attire.
The following text describes the Arab attire. Listen as your instructor reads the text and
fill in the blanks with the appropriate words from the table below. Review your findings
with your group.

o) abiead | el alladl 85 ) Y] paal) jeaall B
0 Ll ¢ dpans 1) Jal g Aaal) cpiliadl) g Lpaad) laadll g (i 53
J e Y lall g (iany (88 Ame J0 (A add (Ul (e L o

» elaall Sla d s WIS (LAY LY ) Adlayl O 535 Ul
Jia sl fala clelie lia g efas Jyshall el gy e 5 e
SIS pesi e P Conll s gy sludly Aala (5 AT
33 g ) (555 Sl i 88 AT ()l e el 3l —— s
Ol e Jlall 5 e (s 1) a8 (ST s oady pald JS5

)@\&)@@ﬂ\éﬁ\ég}\ ‘ﬁ‘e)&-}.ﬁjﬁ)&

Ui 31k el JUxll i <) alia,
Jas)_pall A oS s 3Y) —p
Notes:
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Exercise 6 (Group Work)

Continue working in your groups. Choose one member to read the text in the previous
exercise aloud a second time, then answer the following questions in Arabic.

AN

S el 2D 8 o sall Al el 3Y) L e =)
Srdall plaly A el s W 58 LY

T 511 (5 S gl U ol gy 13 -V
¢ ALl g3l A La -

-)
-y
-y
-¢

Yemeni Dress
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Exercise 7 (Pair Work)

The class will be divided into pairs. Arabs have many different customs, protocols and
courtesies. The following sentences describe some of these customs and courtesies.
However, the sentences contain words that are in a jumbled order. Read them and work
with a partner to rearrange the words so that they make sense. Write your corrected
sentences in your manual. Compare with the customs of the United States:

s el

s g el Lo 5 DU B e 1)

Y aglal Ghumy ae s s 0 =Y
My dlidal) e lain ) o )EY) aguiany Clusliall 55 A -Y
(i (e pgd e eluaill 5 agd jlae (e Jla N dpaill gl 1S oLl Jla 01 - 8

-)

-Y

ohern Sinai Desert Bedouin
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Exercise 8 (Pair Work)

The class will be divided into pairs. Arabs use several expressions to announce death.
Listen as your instructor reads each expression aloud. The same announcements are
written below but the words in each one are in a jumbled order. Work with a partner to
rearrange the words so that the announcements make sense. Write your corrected
announcements below.

Sentences with jumbled words:
s and) e i dlal) aala ailaia Julal) e sl J8i) ) ) des )y s - )
) Ol oSy sl el day (e Al Aol el 23 Gy ¢ 3

e Aol Aol e diay aildia cu e jaen oK) 2358l 5 2 ga yall -
Jsb samy (e oS A5 )l dahaia & caladll () jee aala 823l Zlia
]

2y 3NN Ao Ll Tae call Ay laes A ol alud el g Al 1Y
oy (e Jsh oS1g el elall

Rearrange the sentences below.
=)
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Exercise 9 (Group Work)

The class will be divided into groups. There are a lot of important Arab historical
figures. The names below you may already be familiar with. Work in groups of three or
four. Read these names and identify their positions in history or any of their historical
roles. Then write these positions or roles to complete the sentences that give you the
corresponding names.

Example:

You will read

You will write
Gl pae i) s e s
You will read

....................... L;‘jﬁ.i}“ u.-JJM CM

You will write

CLommball ol oY) Gl #Oa

Complete the following phrases with the appropriate information:

..................................................... Claball gl - )
....................................................... 2y Jadls -
................................................ alill e Jlaa -V
....................................................... O alda -¢
=)
=Y
-y
-¢
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Negation: Review

You have learned how to negate in Arabic in earlier lessons. In this lesson, you will
perform some review exercises regarding negation. The following illustration reminds
you of the important negating words used in Arabic:

Negation words

used for nouns / adjectives used for verbs

o

future  present  past
ol o P al

e (e
SR

Exercise 1

The following sentences describe certain actions in the future tense. Use the appropriate
negation word to negate these sentences and make the necessary changes.

el il ) Ladl -
sl aadadl & JSLs -V
Y P35 (sda e () Cadls Y
Jae jUadl Al Jaiale -€
A sl o gy iaal ae paill 3 S Caalls -0
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Exercise 1 (Continued)

Exercise 2

In this exercise you have the same sentences as in the previous exercise. Change the
verbs in these sentences into the past and then negate them. Use the appropriate negation
word and make the necessary changes:

) i ) il )

.('a}:d‘ eALAM ‘; USL\.M -Y

2V o s e e ) Cadls Y

Jae jlad) b Al Qe - €

e.ﬁlﬁj‘ L’\AJAAM e}.? QGMT &A edsl\ b‘)s :_\,Ji.u -0

-)
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Exercise 3

The following sentences describe certain habitual actions in the affirmative. Negate these
sentences using the appropriate negation word and make the necessary changes:

RENENIRCER Y
220 5 _S Caaly 58 Y
il (Sh - €
oaudl sl Ul -0

Arab Bedouins
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Nouns

announcement of death Ls’-’
attendance/presence oy
burial GRo J‘)—‘é
colonialism lazi)
congratulations ‘ﬂJJ-.“

costume D)
dead body EREN
death Ciga /3l
death sentence eh‘;;\
deceased ) Ji ‘L‘;-“S\
detention du:“:\
fez U“J—’)L

good manners

s bale 5l Y sl

gown or long dress delac
greeting 4y
habit dale
head piece 4.8 S
headband Jlac
hero Jaal)
house BIS
invitation 5 9c2
movement & a
mourning Aas
pants BIEP™
revolution 38
symbol Be)
vigil 4 yew 3ba
wake adady
wedding <l
wedding ring G\JBM 635
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Verbs
to allow T
to arrest Jaie )
to be honored g
to bless Eig"
to bury O
to hang (3
to kneel QSJ
to last ala
to liberate/to free j);
to overthrow Lo

Adjectives
folkloric D) PINP
relative oy 8
traditional sulas

Expressions
enjoy it Lia
God bless you b ) &b
God heal you &) e
God keep you alive 5531-)&-1 :\7}9-\5\ / )A:d\ d}la (sﬁj
God keep you safe (initiation) aSiaSlwy Ll sal)
God keep you safe (reply) 4 elalis

God reward you in heaven A
(initiation) oS al A alae
God reward you for you endeavor

(reply) oS ) S

sorry that he died so young bl e casulall
statement for announcing death on .
obituary pages on newspapers (&L"—’ A ) (_A\ ds-“\)
we are the servgnts of God and we O ),é\ B 4:‘5\ b\ 5 AT UJ
will return to him

wish an end to your sorrow ?S'.‘\).;\ Aaila
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Nouns
blessed marriage Sl G‘J,}
celebration d\i‘*\
customs/habits Glale
funeral 3 )b
historical event b Gas
national costume 4_7—."“‘) Lé,}
occupation JM;\
resistance 4 5lia
traditions J.Am
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French Occupation in Algeria

One of the most significant events that happened in the Arab countries during the modern
era was the Algerian revolution. France occupied Algeria in 1827. During their
occupation, it was believed that the French committed many atrocities. The Algerian
people did not submit to the French authorities and the First Revolution started in 1840
by Abdulqader. Abdulqader could achieve a semiautonomous regime, but the French
subdued his revolution harshly. Since then, the French have tried to integrate Algeria in
France, but the Algerians started their revolution again in early 1920s. The French killed
a great number of people, but this time the Algerians did not submit and they also killed
many of the French army. It was not until 1962 that the French withdrew from Algeria
under the attacks of the Algerian revolution. This revolution was known as the One
Million Martyr Revolution.

In March 1954, an Algerian revolutionist called “Ahmed Ben Bella” joined other
Algerian exiles in Egypt to form the National Liberation Front, which launched its bid for
Algerian independence on November 1, 1954. The Front waged coordinated attacks in
various parts of the Algerian capital, targeting public buildings, police and military posts,
and communication installations. The struggle ended in 1962 and Ben Bella became the
first Algerian President.
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Activity 1 (Pair Work)

The class will be divided into pairs. One of you is a salesman and the other is a
customer. The salesman sells clothes and the customer is purchasing some Arab attire.
Ask and respond to questions from each other about different Arab costumes, types of
costumes, and their prices.

Activity 2 (Pair Work)

The class will remain in the same pair groupings. Haj is one of the pillars of Islam. Haj
means pilgrimage and it is only obligatory to those Muslims who can afford to attend.
The following text describes Haj. Read it and work with a partner to choose the most
appropriate statement in each item below the text:

S el g mall cpsaluall e 2Dy da i 3 Gualal) Gz il 4 gl
e ) il ey sl Gl 5 (5l allail) s ) dpedlasY) i) b e
e O O s Y e Ams daalll Joa Gl g ¢ all A Ao el &
oy ¢ Gl amy slall e Gl A g cat] )l Ax gy e oala Cled LS o) g g lba
QA 4y o iy O pabaiey (e o (a8 s mall A e il 48 je (sl

ot bl o L i JS 8 B pd) )

‘ UM\JS‘_ACUAJS}QCAJ\ -
AL ety (pdll e aj8 s mall - 2

Aol Jga Y sa o O galsall a8y - ) Y
Sl J s O e s 3 gaally () salisall a8y -0
Al U S pe sy pabasall Loy - 2

sl e Uiy )5 e s lall i (s Ol e s () salusall jpasy - ) =Y
s la Jon &l e o O gabisall join - 7

Lo (N 8l 3k e Ty @l e s i) (G jala Cadia o) -6

el o db e ls cpliall (s als i -
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Activity 3 (Group Work)

The class will be divided into groups. Your friend will be marrying soon and you are
helping him prepare for his wedding. Discuss the preparations for your friend’s wedding
with the group, as if your friend is not present. Discuss in detail the time of the wedding,
place, invitations, food to be served, hotel reservation for the bride and the bridegroom,
and any other relevant information.

Activity 4 (Pair Work)

The class will be divided into pairs. You are still helping your friend prepare for the
wedding. You are required to write an invitation card and to write a fax to reserve a
room in the hotel for your friend. Write an invitation card for the wedding and send a
‘fax’ (exchange with your partner) to a certain hotel to reserve a room. Your partner will
confirm the reservation. Write your invitation card in the space provided in your manual.

Activity S (Group Work)

The class will be divided into groups. You are Muslim and you wish to celebrate the Eid-
ul-Fitr holiday together. Discuss the plans you would like to make for this holiday.

Then, each member of each group will present part of the plan to the class. Refer to
Lesson 3 for information about this holiday and about the activities you may want to
consider participating in.

Plans:
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Activity 6 (Pair Work)

The class will be divided into pairs. The following text describes certain protocols,
customs and courtesies. These customs, protocols, and courtesies are common in the
Arab countries. Read the text and work with a partner to answer the following questions
in Arabic.

o ol U 8 el ol L lanios il el aal)

c—\.d\@)a\‘f\las\caﬂlmsw
bl ) 38 3AT S el jlane rdaet O (S0 Ja

lSa (o G ) gy cpalaad e asd Al (S ol g ) (add Jan 1))
A 3l Gadag s ) Cialia (g ol i) Gulad

1SR G g e <y 0

They say You say
el il &l Sy e
ozl 5 T84 ) LeSlia

218 AT JS Jaad

583 1p ) je & udan 1)

They say You say
A Lol aSiaSy () gal
Lol oSl 3l oSl ad Aaila A Lelany
38 S Silay 44

Soras A S

aS_al dil alae
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Activity 6 (Continued) ]
TS Ly e ) 1)

They say You say
) clalis EltPYI
IR A Mag

1t daali dles Al @l padd g Ay Uy e i) 1)

They say You say

Al A e b aeal

Answer the following questions in Arabic:

1. What would you say if you visited a newly married couple?

2. What would you say to the relatives of a dead person at the funeral?

3. What expressions do you use to make a polite request?

4. What happens when a person enters a house and does not find a place to sit?

Activity 7 (Group Work)

The class will be divided into groups. Each group will choose three current events and
discuss them. After discussing the events, each group will choose one event and write a
report about it. Be prepared to brief the class on your report. Write your report below.

Report:

153



Culture and Traditions Arabic SOLT 1
Application Activities Module 6 Lesson 5

Activity 8 (Group Work)

The class will be divided into groups. Read the following information about the way
Arabs celebrate their holidays and then fill in the blanks with words from the box below.
Ask each other questions related to the reading:

g shamy o3 pdall OB pgoard GUallis Baey pal) & (W) & 68y
llas Jh“—mj J‘-"‘—y‘ ;r’." ...... J SEP ENY e—'L-‘-‘-' Gl agiag L ) Jlall (zany
....................... 6)53 Cus Lals
GCJJL’JH‘\M\A ...... wu\w)ﬁ‘&madhcy‘&jcﬁ\dhé\u_\ﬁdh
(JAD‘).\.\S&\y‘ ;\)wwu\e)s.wc&)u\w&).\n KV é\ﬁh@‘)’h "J.uj\ djm
C e, B9 i B i Lghoe S ans ot )5 5 Led sty (5 5lal)
Ose st el WS L sl el ) agiliaal ) seay g ol A oy il o sy
Aaals o) sal dbe DU ¢ AT OIS ol s )BY) e cal Al

Gola | elan)]| asdlae ) IR

<M N s ¢ Uil Llagl!

Notes:
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Activity 1 (Group Work)

The class will be divided into groups. In Arab countries, customs; protocols; and
courtesies differ. However, there are common expressions and common situations where
the same protocols, customs and courtesies hold true for all Arab countries. The text in
Application Activity 6 describes these expressions and situations. After reading the text a
second time, you will work in groups and act out some situations that are specified
below:

Situation 1: Work in pairs. One of you went to a wedding and you met a relative of the
couple. The other one is the relative of the couple. Use the appropriate expressions to
congratulate the couple’s relative for the marriage of the couple. The relative should
respond appropriately.

Situation 2: Work in pairs. One of you met a person whose close relative died recently.
Use the appropriate condolence expressions. The relative should respond appropriately.

Situation 3: Work in groups. One of you is going to work and he is trying to reach his
car but some people are blocking his way. Use a polite request to ask those people to let
you through.

Situation 4: Work in groups. One of you is studying and the others are talking loudly in
the same room. The person who is studying will ask the others to speak lower using

polite requests.

Situation S: Work in pairs. One of you will use a polite request to ask the other to bring
him some water.

Situation 6: Work in pairs. One of you is visiting the other. You want to go the
bathroom. Ask the host to tell you where the bathroom is using a polite request.

Notes:
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Activity 2 (Group Work)

The class will be divided into groups. Each group will be given information about certain
historical figures. Read this information and discuss it as a group. Each member of the
group will prepare a five-minute presentation on one figure or certain aspects of a
historical figure. Reach an agreement with your group on what figure or what aspects of
a certain figure you are going to present. Prepare your presentations individually. You
may discuss your presentation with your group after preparing it. Each one will present
his part in the class.

J\JSAS‘ D

D Oplan¥) dia ag s G Gl (e gl 0B aplae ] 28 JURA e
Cagohll (e ae il 4l 5 4] gal 4iadla) § palil) aduaddy LAl jee
aSall i Tan dage adl sa A lll 2E Jia g ¢ a8 g ye Gl dpnall
bexiuy) M Bae g pa A5 dals 4 Sue g dniae Gl g e (g8 28 ¢ Sladall

B OS lameally Agig YA TY 40w dly jo dyie Alad & ALl jec Al
Ayl Gt ) bl G sl sliaal aaf aile ) i o e (e e Al
lay oY i) 50 JaSy ol adainy al Jliaall jee S0 ¢ sl 5 Leall 4l )i 28 S Al
IS5 o) ae dilide e HUiAal) jee Wil ¢ 450l dtnaddl dai Jeadl
RAREN EPTER)

G JMY) o sl G sl jee 55819 )) A L Wiy cilia) Ladie
Lallal) pall ity Ladie agfian 8 danld yilua cpalllayy) Jlisall jae 4l
Aalide CBLE) | gaixd agale danlll 5 ) 6il) Jaria (e Cidalil) ¢ galldayy) Jgla ¢ (V)
) Ol Jom sy Loie CIEEY) 038 2 YRl jae OIS Ll b AlSa) e
Ao sSall i 5 Cpnll) 8y SN i) 3406 Ll ) Caiell ale ¢ Lilall 8 aSa)
a9 3 ) il gla g e glia (Rl jee paia] |l ae clBlEY) 2500
e 8aS laeSy Lin g e G sliall e 4l Jus i il ¢ Jlally ddUagy) 4 Sl
o Sl gliall saa) (8 Taen gl ) JUSl) jee (815 4l caalin g JLall
ol e S e (g e il s il saall MUyl a8 50 Ty ey
Go iy ) Al jee A8 AlUagy) A sall & il ga ST Ghlaa oabiay
Ciay S S di g saasall 138 Gy S plaia¥) A Lo 4l DU il glidll
(880 gase s sl e JEie) o Gl (Sai1q ¥Y e 8 Ll i
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Omar Al-Mukhtar
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Activity 2 (Continued)

el e Jlea

8 pmalill de Jlea dalll g maal) Gt N 5 clpaad) jaall
ol allall g oY) Jlenin) palill de Jlaa (lle Ay jall yy jall 4S sl
sl om ) 48 A Al Ledie (5 paall Glaall (8 aady el ae Sl S
g el Laill (5 el L S ae 2 G el L 35 el
Y 4 A e s O el Ll ) ALY calS sl 30 )
s da sl e g5 138 S5 ¢ Gailday 5l (e (5 el Gl La) 5id) 5208 Al
L)

\Moigy\&g\ggw\wz&wgﬁmeﬁ
o3 Cilee M yaY) Blaall " AS iy i e Ay s 4nd Ay S 5 Gl e gane
Jlea (b | 4y ) sgan yoae cuilef celld i) @lld 4 caasg elld) ol e 4S )
covnal (AN A A yall Bas5l) Biad e Jas 50330 (A AS) iEY) jualill de
re ¥ ae A8 ja JS8 Auallall g adll A8 slas  anls oo pall Allal) e
; s $ S s

3 )t Gl Al G gl B8 palill die sl ) Q0 T Adu A
& ae o (SN o sagll il pud 5 Lilday 5 L 8 i eclly i) Agiday )
gl Gl Lgd o 53] Jblpusl s coall G s culi oy q 1Y A
O alill e 8 ¢ elld ) ol (e ol ad Q) el clin) 5 g gaall Gaall
S oeliy Sl i aley ol 5 pemall Contll (S5 ey Jall An s (i

el 5 5 padl Giall 68 e yalill ae Jae ¢ ) 4T VoA 2y
iyl 388 e oy g Comaall Tl g i) bbad ey Al sk Gl
31 s paall il A 3 T Lalad yealil) s e AaLuSl il 353
o danlly alill de S 1 ol sl Gl ) 4 Y Yia i oeSadl (53
Al 5 4 i 3al) el il aebud ¢ el L de ) ) gl OS aed Jr s jeas
LAY 9V ) A el de Gige JSE Al Jo b el S e
Agall B
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Presentation:

Left : Late President “ Gamal Abdel-Naser” of Egypt
Right: Late King “Hussein Bin Talal” of Jordan

Activity 3 (Pair Work)

The class will be divided into pairs. One student will be an important historical figure
and the other will be a journalist. The journalist is conducting an interview with the
important person and he is asking him about his life, his achievements, and any other
relevant information. You may use the background information from Activity 2 to aid
you in this activity.

Activity 4 (Pair Work)

Reverse the roles you played in the previous activity. One of you is an important
historical figure and the other is a journalist. The journalist is conducting an interview
with the important person and he is asking him about his life, his achievements, and any
other relevant information. Both of you will read certain information about this figure
before you start the interview.
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Activity S (Group Work)

The class will be divided into groups of three or four. Each group is going to invite the
class to a dinner. Each member of the group has to suggest one dish and to tell the others
about how to prepare it. You may suggest more than one dish. Each group has to choose
at least three dishes. Then, each group will announce the date of the dinner and the types
of food they are going to make on this dinner. The other groups have to ask questions
about the ways of preparing those dishes.

Presentation:

Typical Arab gathering with food
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Activity 6 (Group Work)

The class will be divided into groups. Each member in each group will be given a text
about how to prepare a certain dish. Each member will read the text and explain to the

group how to prepare the dish. As a group, brief the class on how to prepare at least three
dishes:
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Activity 6 (Continued)
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Activity 7 (Group Work)

The class will be divided into groups. In 1956, Gamal Abdulnasser nationalized the Suez
Canal, which was under the British control. As a result, Britain, France and Israel
initiated a war against Egypt. The following text describes this war. Read it then
suppose that the International Court is discussing this war. Work in groups. Each group
will represent one of the following parties: Israel, France and Britain, the United States,
Egypt, and the Human Rights Association. Each party is defending its position. Discuss
your positions as a group. Then present these positions:
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Activity 8 (Group Work)

The class will be divided into groups. You are attending a meeting for the United
Nations. The United Nations is discussing the Iraqi situation. Read the following report
about Iraq. The class will be divided into the following countries: Iraq, the United
States, Russia, France, Britain, and China. You may choose other countries that you
think may be concerned with this issue. Each party will present its views on the Iraqi
issue. Prepare your positions then present each position with a speech:
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Activity 9 (Group Work)

The class will be divided into groups. The following text discusses information about
different religions of the Arab World. Read the text carefully and then answer the
questions below in Arabic:
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Homework 1

The Lebanese resistance against Israel has passed through many stages. The following
text describes this resistance. Read it and answer the following questions below, in
Arabic:
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Homework 1 (Continued)

Homework 2

The Mother’s Day is an important holiday in most Arab countries. The following
conversation happened between two friends discussing things they want to do on
Mother’s Day. Listen to it and answer the questions on the next page, in Arabic:

The listening script:
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Homework 2 (Continued)
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Homework 3

Teacher’s day is an important holiday in most Arab countries. People celebrate this day
showing respect and appreciation of what their teachers have done. The text below
describes the activities students participate in for their teacher. Read it and determine
whether the statements that follow are true or false:
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Homework 4

Three of your friends have recently married and you want to send them congratulation
cards in Arabic. Write three congratulatory cards using different expressions of
congratulations.
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