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Religion Arabic SOLT 1
Objectives Module 6 Lesson 4

During this lesson, you will talk about major religions of the Arab world. Under this
Terminal Learning Objective, you will learn one task. At the end of this lesson, you will
be able to:

Discuss Religion

Describe different religious holidays

Discuss major religions of the Target Region
Discuss religious beliefs

Describe religious ceremonies
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Introduction Module 6 Lesson 4

Tip of the day
The Five Pillars of Islam

According to the prophet Muhammad, the practice of Islam rests on
five pillars: Shahadah (declaration of faith), Salat (prayer), Zakat
(alms), sawm (fasting) and Hajj (pilgrimage)

1) The declaration of faith (shahadah): "I bear witness that there is only
one God, and that Muhammad is His servant and messenger." The faith
of every Muslim revolves around this creed.

2) Prayers (salat) are prescribed five times a day as an obligation
performed towards God.

3) Zakat is defined as “A determined portion taken from wealth and
allocated to those deserving it, by Quraanic injunction”. Sometimes
Zakat is referred to in the Holy Quraan as Sadagah (alms).

4) Sawm (fasting): As practiced in Islam, this means a complete fast:
no food or drink at all during the daylight hours. Those fasting are to
steer away from anger, bad language, and bad hadeeds. The fasting

person’s complete attention is to be on worship and devotion to God.

5) Hajj (pilgrimage): This is the pilgrimage in which a Muslim is
supposed to go to Mecca (in Saudi Arabia) at least once in his/her life.
It coincides with the migration of the Prophet Muhammad and his
followers to Medina, known as Hijra.

Understanding Religions of the Arab World

Religions are a critical part of every country’s people and culture. To have a complete
understanding of any nationality, one must also understand their belief systems. Religion
is a critical and instrumental part in establishing moral code and standards of acceptable
behavior by which a society governs itself. In this lesson, you will learn about the major
forms of religion of the Arab world. This presentation is only a brief overview of
religious beliefs. We encourage you to continue your study and understanding of
religions of the Arab world during your tour there.
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Scenario: Rituals performed before praying

One American officer and another Saudi officer share the same office. The Saudi officer,
Muhammed, is leaving the office to go to the mosque to pray and he is leaving a message
with the American officer, John:
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Introduction Module 6 Lesson 4

Exercise 1

Read the scenario on the previous page once more and then answer the questions below
in Arabic. Discuss your answers with the class and be ready to defend them.
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Introduction Module 6 Lesson 4

Exercise 2

Review the following paragraph, which discusses Islam. Highlight any information that
is new to you. As a class, engage in a brief discussion about Islam with your instructor.
The purpose of this exercise is to familiarize you with Islam:

One billion people from a vast range of races, nationalities, and cultures across the
globe are united by their common Islamic faith. About 18% live in the Arab World.
The world's largest Muslim community is in Indonesia. Substantial parts of Asia and
most of Africa are Muslim, while significant minorities are to be found in the Soviet
Union, China, North and South America, and Europe. The Arabic word 'Islam'
simply means 'submission,’ and is derived from a word meaning 'peace'. In a
religious context, it means complete submission to the will of God.
'Mohammedanism' is thus a misnomer because it suggests that Muslims worship
Muhammad rather than God. 'Allah' is the Arabic name for God, which is used by
Arab Muslims and Christians alike. As with Christians, Muslims believe in One
God; in the Angels created by Him; in the prophets through whom His revelations
were brought to mankind; in the Day of Judgment and individual accountability for
actions; in God's complete authority over human destiny and in life after death.
Muslims believe in a chain of prophets starting with Adam and including Noah,
Abraham, Ishmael, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Job, Moses, Aaron, David, Solomon, Elias,
Jonah, John the Baptist, and Jesus, peace be upon them.

99



Religion Arabic SOLT 1
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Exercise 3

The following images will show you some verses of the Qur’an. As a class, engage in a
brief discussion about the verses below and your instructor will help you with their
meanings. This exercise is to acquaint you with images you may see while on tour in an
Arab country.
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Introduction Module 6 Lesson 4

Exercise 4 (Group Work)

The class will be divided into groups. The following words contain jumbled letters.
Rearrange the words so that they make sense. Work in groups of three or four to
compare your answers.

Exercise 5 (Group Work)

The class will be divided into groups. Your instructor will read to you some words in
Arabic. Work with the members of your group to determine the meanings of these words
in English:

English Arabic
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Exercise 6 (Group Work)

The class will be divided into groups. The following sentences describe religious
ceremonies, religious beliefs and religious duties, but they are missing some words. Read
them and fill in the blanks with the appropriate words from the box below. Discuss your
answers with the class:
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Exercise 7 (Pair Work)

The class will be divided into pairs. This is a text that describes the major religions of the
Arab countries. Listen as your instructor reads the text aloud. Work with a partner to fill
in the blanks with the correct words from the table provided in your manual. Ask each
other questions related to the paragraph:
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Exercise 8 (Pair Work)

The class will be divided into pairs. Listen as your instructor reads the text in the
previous exercise a second time and work with a partner to determine the meaning of the
following words from context:

Write here Meaning

Notes:
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Introduction

Exercise 9 (Pair Work)

Module 6 Lesson 4

The class will be divided into pairs. Using the following words, ask your partner about
his/her religion. You may use several words together in one sentence:

-

w
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Partner’s Religion:

Exercise 10 (Pair Work)

Continue working with the same partner as you did in the previous exercise. Once again,

use the words from the box above to describe an imaginary religion. Write a short

paragraph; be sure to include all the words. You will read your paragraph aloud to the
class. The team whose work shows the most imagination wins the exercise. Write your
paragraph on the lines below.

Imaginary Religion:
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Grammar Notes

Question words (Interrogatives)

In this lesson, we will review the question words (Interrogatives):
As you learned before, question formation in Arabic is simple. We add the question
word to the beginning of the sentence to form a question. Arabic does not have subject
verb inversion in question formation. Every question in Arabic should start with an

interrogative and end with the Arabic question mark ¢
The following table is a reminder of the different Arabic question words and their usage:

Module 6 Lesson 4

English meaning Arabic question Usage Question word

¢ & yoe W | What (to ask about (0%
What is your age? nouns)

¢ Jaxi 13l | What (to ask about Jale
What are you doing? verbs)
Why are you here? ¢ L il 13l Why 1Ll
Where do you live? ¢ oS Gl | Where O
When is the party? ¢ Jiall Je | When B
How are you? ¢ s oS | How s
Who is here? ¢ Ua (e | Who (e
Are you happy? ¢ 2w il Ja | Do, Does, Did, Are, Ja
How many men are ¢ zalall & da ) oS | How many oS
there in the mosque?

¢ A

How much is the shirt? Fomtl ot S How much
Which man is ¢ oamse Ja) gl s
Christian? Which i

Remember that there are other questions that need to start with two words: one question

word and a preposition.

Examples:

Since when PPy dia
From where d.-.’\ e
To where ol S
For whom uAS
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Grammar Notes Module 6 Lesson 4

Exercise 1

The following sentences describe religious holidays and ceremonies. Change these
sentences into questions. Use the appropriate question word to ask about the underlined
bold word(s) in each sentence:
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Grammar Notes Module 6 Lesson 4

Exercise 2

The following questions are about what you did during Christmas. Read the questions
and answer them in Arabic.

C00al e &l ol )
33Uall AL 3 e 13 Y
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Exercise 3

Write five questions using different question words. Do not use a question word more
than once.
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Vocabulary Module 6 Lesson 4
Nouns
ablution £y
after death 3)';-}[\
baptism aland)
belief Ol
blessing S y Ji AS )l
burial A
Christianity A e
church diS
conflict REN
consultation 3 i)
conviction &L‘ﬁ‘
doom’s day ALl s
fate M5 ¢lial
funeral EBINEN
heaven aaal)
hell aanal)
holy war gl
Islam 6)""“;‘
judgment Sl
legislation C—‘,)-‘ﬁ
majority 4-’):‘5‘
message ‘dL“‘J
minority “:‘h\
miracle BJ.A*;
missionary e
mosque e / @B
prayer 8>
procession Sse
prophet d}“‘J
punishment lac
regime ESJ\ f‘U“-‘
religion e
sect daila
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Vocabulary

Module 6 Lesson 4
slave e
soul CJJM }i uﬁﬂ‘
succession REPEN
successor ECTES
tribe alys
values :‘-‘:‘5
veneration BLT Ji dlea
wave of violence aial) da ga
Verbs
to believe ()
to bury (8

to celebrate

to condemn S
to confess —a yie)
to confront 4al g
to shape to form K

to consult L)
to defeat aR
to divide e:.nﬂ
to oppose ale

to praise Ry
to punish dle

to spread P
to unify RPN
to choose );;

Adjectives

atheist /infidel BELES
believer R sa
wicked BB
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The Prophet Mohammed

According to Islamic beliefs, the Prophet Muhammad was born in Mecca 570 AD,
Mohammed was said to be the Prophet of Islam. He is considered by Muslims to be
God's last and greatest prophet. The Koran (Quraan), which contains 114 chapters of The
Prophet Revelations, is the Islamic scripture that resembles scriptures of Judaism and
Christianity -- two religions that were said to largely influence the prophet. These three
religions are the world's only monotheistic faiths.

According to Islamic beliefs, orriginally adhering to a polytheistic notion of the divine,
the Prophet Mohammed had a religious experience that changed not only his life, but also
the history of a large part of the world. He heard a divine voice tell him that Allah was
the only god. He received further instructions to adopt the name of "Prophet" and
convert the Quaraish to accept the monotheism.

The Prophet Mohammed’s spiritual search had been long. At the age of 40, after six
months of meditation in a cave on Mount Hira, a vision came to him. The messenger was
the angel Gabriel, and his appearance on that night in 610 A.D., the Night of Power, was
the turning point. That night, it was said that the word of God came down from the
seventh heaven to the first, entrusted to Gabriel, who would dictate it to the Prophet
Mohammed, as demanded.

"Proclaim!" the voice commanded him. "Proclaim in the name of the Lord, the Creator,
who created man from a clot of blood! Proclaim! Your Lord is most gracious. It is He
who has taught man by the pen that which he does not know."

The Night of Power launched the prophet Mohammed on his mission, and he emerged
from the cave of Hira as the prophet of Islam, through whom, the final revelations of God
would be given.

The people of Mecca had not been impressed by the Night of Power or by the new
prophet. His condemnation of their idolatry had created bitter enmity, counter-balanced
only by the unwavering support of his wife Khadija and a small band of disciples, mainly
members of his own family.

But his band grew and, by the time Khadija died in 619, his influence had spread to the
city of Medina (Yathrib), 250 miles north of Mecca. Persecution became so great,
however, that in 622 the prophet Mohamed and his followers fled to Medina, where they
were welcomed by 200 disciples.
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Middle Eastern Religions

Little was known about the religions of the city-states of West Asia until excavations in
the 19th and 20th centuries uncovered stores of religious literature. The picture is still
incomplete, although from the available information it appears that the various religions
shared many beliefs and concepts. It was from these roots that three of the world's major
religions - Judaism, Christianity, and Islam - developed.

It was the Muslims from Arabia, nomads and settled people alike, whose invasions in the
6th and 7th century widely diffused both the Arabic language and Islam. They founded
a vast empire, which at its height stretched from the Atlantic Ocean in the West, across

North Africa and the Middle East, to central Asia in the East. The Arabs became the
rulers of many different peoples, and gradually a great Arab civilization was built up.
Although many of its cultural leaders were not ethnically Arabs (some were not even
Muslims, but Christians and Jews), the civilization reflected Arab values, tastes, and
traditions. Education flourished in the Islamic lands and the Arabs particularly
developed literature, philosophy, medicine, mathematics, and science. At the same time,
in all the provinces of the huge empire, except in Persia, Arabic became the chief spoken
language. The waves of Arab conquest across the East and into Europe widened the
scope of their civilization and contributed greatly to world development. In Europe,

Arabs were particularly important in Sicily, which they held from the 9th to the late 11th
century, and the civilization of the Moors in Spain was part of the great Arabic pattern.
The Arabs also introduced Europe to the Greek philosophers, whose writings they had
already translated into Arabic. The emergence of the Seljuk Turks in the 11th century
and of the Ottoman Turks in the 13th cent ended the Arab dominance in Islam, though

Muslim culture still remained in the old Arab foundations.

Shiites

Shiites currently account for 10%—15% of all Muslims. Shiite Islam originated as a
political movement supporting Ali (cousin and son-in-law of Muhammad, the Prophet of
Islam) as the rightful leader of the Islamic state. The legitimacy of this claim, as initially
envisioned by Ali's supporters, was based on Muhammad's alleged designation of Ali as
his successor, Ali's righteousness, and tribal customs, given his close relation to the
prophet Mohammed. Ali's right passed with his death in 661 to his son Hasan, who
chose not to claim it and, after Hasan's death, to Husayn, Ali's younger son. The
evolution into a religious formulation is believed to have been initiated with the
martyrdom of Husayn in 680 at Karbala (today in Iraq), a traumatic event still observed

with fervor in today's Shiite world on the 10th of the month of Muharram of the Muslim
lunar year.
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Activity 1 (Group Work)

The class will be divided into groups. Read the following text about the rise of Islam and
answer the questions below in Arabic. Discuss your findings with your group. Compare
the rise of Islam with the rise of Christianity and that of Judaism:

A yed) ASLaall) Ayl 5y 3l A 8 a0l sl 8 dsadlal) 3 seall iy
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Activity 2 (Pair Work)

The class will be divided into pairs. Listen as the instructor reads the following text
about Islamic beliefs. Then, work with a partner to answer the questions that follow in
Arabic. Be prepared to discuss your answers with the class. Compare the tenets of Islam
with those of both Christianity and Judaism. What are the differences? What are the
similarities?

The listening text:

Allall olgii) oo 58 ALl o g0 el o 53 gl £ LY (e SSIL () palusall (a5
G Ja ) Bllay  luall Gl ) e xiig ¢ asall 138 8 Lial) g5 Cus
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Activity 3 (Pair Work)

The class will be divided into pairs. The Quraan, the Islamic holy book, talks about
various kinds of social, spiritual political, economical, and other issues. One of the things
the Quraan does is that it distinguishes between good people and bad people on certain
basis. The following passage explains this distinction. Read it and work with a partner to
answer the questions below in Arabic.

,w\uam\ﬁﬁuu‘.m\Oﬁm@ﬂ@m&g\w‘\md?ﬂ\c@%
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Activity 3 (Continued)

Notes:

Activity 4 (Group Work)

The class will be divided into groups. Your friend is interested in knowing about Islam
and he wrote you a letter asking whether you know anything about this religion. Based
on what you’ve read until now about Islam, write him a letter about the Islamic religion.
Be prepared to read your letter aloud to the class. Write your letter on the lines provided
below.

Letter:
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Activity S (Group Work)

The class will be divided into groups. This is a text describing the religious groups in the
Arab world. Listen as your instructor reads it and summarize it in Arabic. Work in
groups of three or four and read your summaries aloud. Combine your work and develop
a group summary that you will then share with the class.

a5t ) sl e (g ol Bdlal) (5 9 () (paliad) ) BiLmyL
‘u\.us‘ﬁciﬂ.cj_aaal\ 0l da) ¢ :t:u_).c U\JLT:J.C ‘f‘uﬁuw&bw
Oy 3 seall OIS el ) A ga L o8B pall s ol g ¢ amag )y guay
Ewdﬁ\{.\}gd&bwd\ﬂ A.Ai.)jg_.uﬂ\ u.b}&\glﬂm\@ﬂ\m}u.d\

ene Gads s N 5% OF i OIS e el b sie s 0l o stall e
Al 5 Alal S il L8] Loayl cllia 5 Glind g by g (& Cslall 6 W 58 sl 54

AL O sias Y Gl Geaalall (e ypia Gle gana boal aa gty Gl yall 8
.MEWQL&:W &ckﬂ\wﬂjc@)ﬂ\o\ﬂ_ﬂ\u@&

Notes:
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= Tip of the day

The giving of alms (Zakat) is a proportionately fixed contribution collected from
the wealth and earnings of Muslims. It is spent on the poor and needy, in
particular, and the welfare of society in general. According to Islam, the payment
of Zakat purifies one's income and wealth and helps to establish economic
balance and social justice in the society.

Activity 6 (Group Work)

The class will be divided into groups. Read the following news release. Work in groups
of three or four to discuss the article and answer the questions that follow in Arabic:

A ) Jsal) man o haalil) Candll agli Al ) 8 e & B A (e ol gda
olalia oy a5 calgadl 8 ) LEYL Caalusall ansi O Lgale any
Jslall A jal) (i) all 8 45] Calizal 5 ¢ il aa gl (39 5kl g8 128 o
B 3 AN B L3N M da ) Ol s Fosad J8 35 120 2 Y ol
Aa sally 1 50lal Oyl slae 5 uaills (e aninall 5 L3 Ll e
Laliadl Jslall Lz jlae cile | o )l Lgaalla e g Caiall sl

t_\;.ai.}‘;\:\m‘ ) o) ¢ Aandadal) d)sal\@ujl.@_“ﬁ‘;d\ d:u‘)u\éa
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Activity 7 (Group Work)

The class will be divided into groups. Read the following information about the Holy
month of Ramadan and then determine if the following statements are true or false.
Explain your answers:

oLl g sana el O ) seda e (s omh el ISl G colandl) (B il 350
3] eyl A ) A3l I ¢y pie 5 qai 530 (5 ymb e o
Al (8 La gy e saa) I san 200l

(J\..d\ (ul.cdu.e)@_ud\ RYY o 6‘95.\5\_5;53\.&43\‘5):\;1\ )@.ﬁxu\.m.a‘)‘)@_u‘).\.\u
A 4 O3 W el g e ey chuned

Gl 5 aladall J 5l e ) gatiad ¢ AleSly (iian ) yed O salusall o gucas ale IS A
alaks O sabusall J gl el a5 e die 5 ¢ Lgag o8 (S Guadll (355 (4

; JA\}&L\E}@"JLE&\X\ "

Bod Jd Jalll (e 5 Al delu Ja (il ¢ ) sdll aan 35 ¢ Glas ) jUad) a2y
sl " el 5150 g5 (n ¢ palall Bt ¢ pua

Yo x4l abe Vl aal e ey g3 Hladll de Jlan glian ) el 68y
Lal ¢ L85 Qa1 15500 amall Cusdlall Galill (il 14 8 Y]
Gl g g ) p8l) 8 call G a jad JdaY)

Determine whether the following statements are True or False:

The month of Ramadan is the ninth month of the Islamic calendar.
The Hijri year is shorter than the Gregorian year by 10 days.

Fasting during the month of Ramadan is mandatory for every Muslim.
Muslims eat “Alsouhour” after sunset.

The month of Ramadan ends with “Eid-ul-Adha”.

Nk W=
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Activity 1 (Pair Work)

The class will be divided into pairs. One student will be a Muslim and the other is a
Christian who is interested in knowing about Islam. Ask and respond to each other’s
questions about basic Islamic beliefs and principles, comparing them to Christian beliefs.
Use the reading and the listening texts you have completed earlier in this lesson.

Activity 2 (Pair Work)

The class will be divided into pairs. One student will be a Muslim who is trying to
convert his friend to Islam. He/she is telling his/her friend about the Islamic values,
beliefs and principles. Based on what you have read, ask and respond to questions about
the values, beliefs and principles of Islam. Reverse the roles you played in the previous
activity. Then the Christian will try to convert his friend to Christianity.

THE QUR’AN
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Activity 3 (Group Work)

The class will be divided into groups. Each group will be given some texts about Islam
and Islamic beliefs. Each group will prepare presentations on the topics that he reads
about. Each member within the group has to discuss a particular aspect of Islam for ten
minutes. First, read the texts then choose an aspect that you would like to talk about and
discuss it with your group. After agreeing on the choices as a group, prepare your ideas
individually. Then, discuss your ideas with the group. Finally, prepare what you want to
say individually.
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Activity 3 (Continued)
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Activity 4 (Pair Work)

The class will be divided into pairs. One student will be a journalist and the other is a
Muslim celebrating the Al-Adha holiday. The journalist is asking the Muslim about this
holiday, its meaning, and the ways it is celebrated. Read a description of Al-Adha holiday
in the following text. Then ask and respond to each other’s questions about the holiday,
its meaning, as well as its celebrations:
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Activity 5 (Pair Work)

Work with a partner. Reverse the roles you played in the previous activity. One of you is
a Muslim celebrating the Ramadan holiday. The other one is a journalist who is asking
about the meaning of the Eid-ul-Fitr holiday and the ways it is celebrated. Ask and
answer questions about the meaning of the Eid-ul-Fitr holiday and the ways it is
celebrated:
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Activity 6 (Group Work)

The class will be divided into groups. Listen as your instructor reads the following text
about Islamic beliefs and practices. Take notes working in groups. Compare your notes
and write a report about what you have heard. Then, read your report to the class.
Discuss how Islamic beliefs differ and/or are similar to Christian and Jewish beliefs.
Write your report on the lines provided in your manual.

The listening text:
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Homework 1

Ramadan is a fasting month in Islam. The following text describes the purpose of
Ramadan and the activities that go with it. Read it and answer the questions on the next
page, in Arabic.
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Homework 1 (Continued)
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Homework 2

As with both Christianity and Judaism, Islam emphasizes moral and social values. The
following text describes some of these values. Read it and then answer the questions
below in Arabic.
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Homework 3

The following are some words pertaining to religion.

your own.

Module 6 Lesson 4

Use each word in a sentence of
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Homework 4

Certain forms of democracy characterized the early Islamic regimes. Listen to the
following text describing these democratic forms and summarize it. Write your summary
on the lines provided below.
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