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Entertainment Arabic SOLT 1
Objectives Module 6 Lesson 1

During this lesson, you will learn about Arts and Entertainment in the Arab World and
subjects related to Arts and Entertainment. Under this Terminal Learning Objective, you
will learn one task. At the end of this lesson, you will be able to:

Talk About Arts and Entertainment Activities

e Discuss Arts and Entertainment options

e Ask about preferences in Arts and Entertainment
e Discuss popular radio and TV programs

¢ Discuss music of the target region

e Discuss certain movies and plays
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Tip of the day:

There are many great Arab composers, poets, and authors who, over the years, have
contributed their skills and talents to Arab arts. Some of these great composers are
Abo-Ele'la Mohamed, Zakarea Ahmed, Riyad El-Sonbaty, Mohamed Abdel-Wahab;
all of who have composed and played music as no other in contemporary Arab life.
Among the most brilliant poets whose poetry became songs are Ahmed Shawky,
Bairam El-Tonsi, and Ahmed Rami.

There are going to be times while stationed in the Middle East when you will want to
seek some form of arts and entertainment but will be unsure of where to look. The
following scenario sets the stage to answer some of the possible questions that a soldier
might ask about seeking arts and entertainment. These questions may be questions such
as: Are there movie theaters in Arab countries? Do people go to dances in Arab
countries? What popular forms of arts and entertainment are there? Follow along as
Sergeant Crain poses questions to Sergeant Hasan:
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Scenario: Art studies

This is a scenario that takes place between two young people. They are asking each other
about their undergraduate studies. Both of them are majoring in arts and theater. Read
the scenario and pay attention to the expressions used:
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Introduction Module 6 Lesson 1

Exercise 1

Read the scenario on the previous page once more and then determine whether the
statements below are true or false. Be ready to defend your answers. Write your answers
below.
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Exercise 2

Read the following newspaper article about Egyptian movies. Identify the names of the
movie stars mentioned in the article:
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Exercise 3

Listen as your teacher reads a newspaper article about the Paris film festival. Fill in the
blanks with the correct vocabulary words from the box below. Your teacher will go over
the answers in class:
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Exercise 3 (Continued)

Notes:
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Exercise 4 (Group Work)

The class will be divided into two groups. The following excerpt is an Arab movie
review. Working in two groups, read the movie review and identify the titles of the
movies. Try to ascertain what the title implies. You have only four minutes to read the
review and identify the titles. The group that gets all the movie titles correct is the
winner. Explain your reasoning behind your answers. Explain the key words you
considered when deciding your answers:
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Exercise 5

Listen as on of your classmates reads the following interview with Arab actress “Soad”,
then answer the questions on the next page in Arabic. Discuss each one of the answers
with the rest of the class:

The listening text:
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Exercise 5 (Continued)

Answer the following questions in Arabic:
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Exercise 6 (Pair Work)

The class will be divided into pairs. You want to go to see a movie and your partner
wants to go see a concert in a nearby park. It is your job to convince your partner to go
with you to the movies. Use as many vocabulary words as possible to convince him/her
to go with you. You have five minutes to convince your partner, after which you and
partner will change roles and repeat the exercise.

Exercise 7 (Pair Work)

The class will be divided into pairs. Your Arab military counterpart is curious about
American movies and wants to know about your favorite movies. Identify two of your
all-time favorite movies and explain the story line of one movie to your partner in Arabic.
Reverse the roles and repeat the exercise.
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Exercise 8

You are at a party and will travel around the classroom mingling with your classmates.
Everyone at the party is involved in the arts and entertainment industry in some way. Itis
your job to ascertain what part of the arts and entertainment industry they are involved in
and the length of time they have worked in the industry. After the party, file a written
short report in Arabic to your commander (your teacher) as to what you discovered.

Your teacher will grade your report and return it to you for corrections. Resubmit for
final grade. Write your report on the lines provided below.

Report:

Exercise 9 (Pair Work)

The class will be divided into pairs. You are a journalist conducting an interview with a
famous Arab movie star. First, find out what the actor’s real name is. Second, determine
what movies he/she has played in. Third, what role did they portray? Finally, what are
their best talents, i.e. singing, dancing, playing an instrument, etc...Each pairs will write a
human-interest story for the newspaper and submit it to your editor (your teacher) for
approval. Your teacher will grade your report and return it to you for corrections.
Resubmit for final grade. Write your report on a separate sheet of paper.

Exercise 10

Many Arabs read the comics in the newspaper for entertainment. The following cartoon
is from a cartoonist named Husam. Try your best to translate the content and understand
its meaning. Your teacher will call on individuals to present their translation.

Note: there may be some words that you have not had in your vocabulary list; your
teacher will explain them to you. Remember that many Arab cartoons and jokes are
politically motivated and almost never written in MSA.
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Exercise 11

Read the following story line from the movie-- . Prepare a
translation and present it to the class. Write your translation on the lines provided in your
manual. Identify the main idea of the story:
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In this lesson, you will review the future tense:
As you have previously learned, the future tense is achieved by adding the prefix ¢ on

the conjugated verb in the present tense, OR by adding the word <3 s~ before the
present tense verb.

Future Tense

Examplel I will go and watch the movie tomorrow.

Jlae Al saalial il

Example2 My wife will write an article tonight.
FIRTRN A O

The boys will sing on the stage.

Example3 - 1 &f— ﬁ;j\ ias

11



Entertainment Arabic SOLT 1
Grammar Notes Module 6 Lesson 1

Exercise 1

The following sentences describe certain activities using the present tense. Change the
verbs into the future tense:
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Exercise 2

The following sentences describe certain events using the past tense. Change the
sentences into the future tense:
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Arabic SOLT 1

Grammar Notes

Exercise 2 (Continued)

Notes:

Module 6 Lesson 1

Exercise 3

Read the following passage, identify all the past tense verbs in the passage, change them
into the future tense and write them in the table below:

o slxd Lae | giaaid dglaall aclaall aal 4 aal o g IS (0 gaaing ClLE (e de sana
B ST 1S 5 e sled Adis oLl cagiliina dAliadall agialy ) s g st elly b
A Lealut) Cdag es (e ) @ Uiy (e Jos pain (sand lia aal adlill) aall
Loy jilass (e Joa ald (g3a5 (8 aelaa Laa aae <) jaliia 3 agad sl Las

Future tense

Past tense
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Nouns
actor/actress AL/ Jica
acting Jiad
appreciation Pist
arbitration ﬁS;S
article e
artist ol
broadcast L;‘—\.{\ G‘t‘):’
cartoon :\5)3:‘*“ g
cast Ol ‘*—‘;}“M
choice By
cinema el
comedy L S
comic A/ Eaaa
committee daal
concert Ls%‘-“‘}“ Jia
dance :\-“‘éJ
dancer o8l )
drama Ll o
exhibition U
experience ‘*—‘,)33
festival Ol e
film A
heritage <l Al
interview allea
leading role A shay
music (s 5a
musician Dl 9
painting :\:‘3{) b))y
party e
personality duadd
play / performance A e
plot :\:‘3)‘-“5‘ ELVEN
prize 3 yla
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program @AU BY
radio station ic)y) ddasa
role 9
singer @yl [ Seae
song def
stage z el Audia
star ea.a
talk show host Cuda (ga e Cluiaa
theater T e

video store

Verbs
to act dlo
to attend PIS-EN
to award an
to broadcast N
to contain (o) i)
to criticize gty
to dance uad )
to deserve )
to enjoy o Al
to honor ew)S
to miss /to lose g
to play -y
to remove & 5/d) 5
to show )@L\
to sing UA:
to succeed =
to watch L
Adjectives
boring Jaa
impossible Jaati
silly asls
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Vocabulary Module 6 Lesson 1
tense )3)3»“
vague Uasle
amazing/wonderful Jiada

16



Entertainment Arabic SOLT 1

Supplemental Vocabulary Module 6 Lesson 1
Nouns
addiction e
censorship :\-’GJ
discussion oAl
removal &)—’
title il

17
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Culture Notes Module 6 Lesson 1

Arts and Entertainment in Arab Culture

Creative works such as art and music have flourished in the Arab world even before
Islam. At that time, Arabs wrote poetry that reflected many aspects of their lives. They
wrote intellectual poetry, philosophical poetry, and love poetry. Additionally, Arabs used
to sing and dance at different social occasions. However, Islam changed many of those
customs. Today, there are many writers, singers, dancers, musicians, artists, and actors in
spanning the entire Arab world. However, all of these countries are still conservative to a
certain degree and religion plays a large role in the censorship of the arts. Women do not
dance with strangers at all. Some Arab countries are more conservative than others and
women in these countries do not mingle with men at all. Additionally, there are many
women artists in the Arab countries, but their fame is kept to a minimum.

18
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Activity 1

Using the vocabulary from this lesson and previous lessons, write a
movie review in Arabic about the very last movie you saw. You will
have ten minutes to write your review, after which your teacher will call
on students to read their reviews aloud to the class. Do not forget about
the use of cognates. Write your review on the lines provided below.

Movie review:

Activity 2 (Pair Work)

The class will be divided into pairs. You and your counterpart are planning a night out in
Cairo. However, you are unsure as to what is available for arts and entertainment, since
this is your first trip to Egypt. Ask your counterpart about the different forms of arts and
entertainment available in Cairo. Ask about the latest films that are showing in the local
theaters, the availability of music concerts, and Arab plays. Do not forget to ask your
counterpart what he/she prefers to do for Arts and Entertainment:

EASTERN DESERT
1AADI
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Activity 3 (Pair Work)

The class will be divided into pairs. You have been invited to your military counterpart’s
home in downtown Cairo for an evening of watching television. You have never seen an
Arab television broadcast before and are curious as to what type of programming is
available. Ask your partner about the availability of American, European, Indian, and
other non-Arab programming.

QJ}{X\ 3laall
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4 alaYL LAl s lelisa Baa) )l
Ol e | Jelun caaill g 3aa) )
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Activity 4 (Pair Work)

The class will be divided into pairs. Your unit is hosting a Jordanian special operations
team and it is the weekend. One of the Jordanian soldiers is planning to relax in the
barracks after a hard week of training and plans to listen to his radio. He asks you for a
list of radio stations that you would recommend for his entertainment. Write a list of
your favorite radio stations for the soldier. Remember to write the list in Arabic since he
does not read English. Pass the list to your partner for translation. Reverse roles and
repeat the activity.

List of radio stations:

20
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Activity 5 (Pair Work)

Identify two radio and television programs that you enjoy. Share this information with
your partner. Discuss the topics of these programs, what people do in these programs,
and the reasons you like them. Use as many vocabulary words from this lesson as
possible. Reverse the role and repeat the activity:

Notes:

Activity 6 (Pair Work)

The class will be divided into pairs. Your partner is unsure what he/she would like to do
for the weekend. Make recommendations for suitable activities by creating a list in
Arabic and presenting your list to your partner. Discuss each of your recommendations
in detail using past and present vocabulary words. Take turns so that both can
recommend and decide.

Notes:
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Activity 7

Step 1. The following is a portion of an Arabic TV Guide. Your teacher will read the
times and the names of the programs aloud to the class. Your job is to translate the
names of the programs into English.

Step 2. Pick six of your favorite TV shows and create your own TV schedule in Arabic.
on a separate sheet of paper. When finished, your teacher will call on individual students
to read their schedules to the class. The class must translate the schedules into English.

Step 3. The class will vote on who has created the best TV schedule. The student with
the most votes is the winner.
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Activity 8 (Pair Work)

Te class will be divided into pairs. Your partner is unsure what
he/she would like to do this weekend. Make recommendations for
suitable activities by creating a list and presenting your list to your
partner. Discuss each of your recommendations in detail using
past and present vocabulary words. Take turns so that both can
recommend and decide. A space is provided below for your list of
recommended activities.

List of activities:

Activity 9 (Pair Work)

The class will be divided into pairs. You have arrived at the local video store in Beirut,
just minutes before the store closes, so you only have a few minutes to select a video.
From the following two ads, choose the video you would like to view, study the
information, and approach the vendor to make inquires about the film. Take turns
playing both the role of the patron and that of the vendor. Use as many vocabulary words
as possible when making your inquires. Reverse the roles.
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Activity 1 (Group Work)

The class will be divided into two teams with each team choosing a leader. Both leaders
will be shown the same Arabic word from the current vocabulary list, which their
teammates must guess. First, one leader gives the team a one-word clue in Arabic and
his/her team may venture one guess about the word in question. Then the other leader
gives a one-word clue in Arabic to his team, which also has one chance to guess the word.
The game continues, alternating between the teams, until one of the teams guess the word,
thereby winning a point. Feel free to make this activity as competitive as you would like
by expanding it to include the vocabulary words from previous lessons.

Activity 2 (Group Work)

The class will be divided into small groups and will review the following TV Guide as a
group. Select the shows each group will watch on this day and discuss what kind of arts
and entertainment these shows represent. After the discussion, make a final list of the
shows to watch and report to the rest of the class the group’s selection. Include the time
of the shows, their titles, and what kind of shows they are in the report:
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Activity 3 (Pair Work)

The class will be divided into pairs. You have a long four-day weekend coming up and
your unit is housing a special operations team from Egypt. Some of the Egyptian SF
soldiers have asked you to put together a list of movies that would be suitable for them to
view. This will prove difficult to do since so many American movies are rated “R.” The
following list contains movies, their synopses, and star ratings from the reviews. It is
your job to review the list of movies with a representative from the Egyptian SF team
(your partner) and select which might be considered appropriate for these soldiers.
Explain to him/her the titles, the ratings, i.e. “G,” “PG,” “PGI13,” “R,” etc., and the star
rating for movie reviews. Remember to reverse the roles and good luck in finding
appropriate movies to view.

NOW SHOWING

The Adventures of Rocky & Bullwinkle

Once the cartoon prologue is over, things become painfully unfunny in Frostbite Falls, as this
live-action-meets-animation revival of the much-loved '60s TV series starring a flying squirrel
and a talking moose devolves into self-conscious campiness and thuddingly awful gags.
Rated PG for (cartoon violence) - Steven Rea.

CINEMA 1: (Saturday, Sunday, Monday and Wednesday: 1:00, 5:05).

CINEMA 2: (Saturday and Sunday: 1:00).

The Art of War
Wesley Snipes plays an agent who uncovers a plot to overthrow the United Nations. Anne Archer

and Donald Sutherland co-star. Rated R. (nudity, language, excessive violence)
CROSS-CREEK CINEMA: (Today through Tuesday: 1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 9:45).

Autumn in New York

Playboy Richard Gere falls for Winona Ryder, who's not only decades younger but also has a
terminal ailment. It's a hollow, sappy romance, but with no chemistry between the two stars.
They seem like a randy uncle and his sad-eyed niece. The cast has never looked better or acted
worse. Rated PG-13. (language, sexuality)

LOEWS THEATRES: (Today through Tuesday: 12:15, 3:00, 6:45, 9:15).

Bless the Child

Kim Basinger fears that her niece could be kidnapped by a satanic cult. Jimmy Smits and
Christina Ricci co-star. Rated R. (bloody violence, drug use)

CINEMA 1: (Today through Tuesday: 4:45, 10:45).

The Cell

The never-bashful Jennifer Lopez plays a child therapist who discovers the means to explore the
mind of a comatose serial killer. Co-stars Vince Vaughn and Vincent D'Onofrio. Rated R.
(bloody violence, pot smoking, frank nudity, raw language)

LOEWS THEATRES, Danbury (Today through Tuesday: 1:45, 4:30, 7:30, 10:15).

Coyote Ugly

Aspiring songwriter Piper Perabo winds up with an intriguing day job in an outrageous bar run by
sexy young women. This Jerry Bruckheimer production is less a movie than a carefully-contrived
result of cinematic gene-splicing. Rated PG-13. (suggestive dancing, sexual candor, profanity) -
Carrie Rickey.

HAY STREET THEATER: (Today through Wednesday: 1:15, 3:30, 9:30; Thursday: 9:00).
BRAGG CINEMA: Ft. Bragg. (Today through Tuesday: 5:30, 10:35).
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Activity 3 (Continued)

The Crew

Burt Reynolds and Richard Dreyfuss are among a group of goodfellas seeking a peaceful Florida
retirement. But they resent the infiltration of yuppies into their neighborhood. Rated PG-13.
(partial nudity, language, violence)

CINEMA 1 & 2: (Today through Sunday: 1:15, 3:45, 6:15, 8:45, 11:15; Monday and Tuesday:
1:15, 3:45, 6:15, 8:45).

Hollow Man

In Paul Verhoeven's gritty, sexy remake of "The Invisible Man," Kevin Bacon plays an arrogant
scientist who injects himself with an invisibility serum. Elizabeth Shue and Josh Brolin are
puzzled colleagues. Lots of blood and gore. The effects are as awesome as they are gruesome.
Rated R. (Extremely bloody violence, partial nudity and raw language) - Carrie Rickey.

HAY STREET THEATER: (Today through Wednesday: 5:25, 7:25; Thursday: 7:00).

LOEWS THEATRES: (Today through Tuesday: 2:00, 8:00).

Nutty Professor II: The Klumps

Eddie Murphy reprises his role(s) as the entire flatulent, potty-mouthed, sex-obsessed Klump clan
in this raunchy comedy sequel to the '96 remake of the old Jerry Lewis farce. The comic star also
plays the lewd and lascivious alter ego Buddy Love in this outrageous, sketch-comedy-like
feature. Rated PG-13. (Bathroom humor, sex jokes, profanity, hamster-human bestiality) -
Steven Rea.

LOEWS THEATRES: (Today through Tuesday: 2:15, 8:15).

Ratings:
Excellent;
Good;
Fair;
Poor.

Notes:
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Homework 1

The following is a news report about the smuggling of a painting. Read the report and
identify the artists, what the painting represents, the date of the painting, and the country
name in which the painting was found.
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Entertainment Arabic SOLT 1
Homework Module 6 Lesson 1

Homework 2

Read the text in the previous homework again and answer the following questions in
Arabic:
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